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This heritage home in California dropped by half a storey in an
 earthquake

Victoria touts seismic upgrades for heritage homes

San Francisco-based earthquake damage expert presents report at
 city hall

DANIEL PALMER / Sep. 18, 2012 7:00 p.m. / NEWS

Many heritage homes across Victoria may be ill-equipped to withstand

 even a moderate earthquake, according to a U.S. expert.

Howard Cook, a San Francisco-Based contractor and former damage

 inspector for the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency,

 presented his seismic upgrading recommendations to about 100

 contractors and other participants last week at city hall.

Podcasts National e-Editions ClassifiedsVideo News Travel Obituaries     

Read more below

      

1 Shortage of common anti-
depressant leaves Greater
 Victoria pharmacies
 scrambling

2 33,000 B.C. government
 employees issue 72-hour
 strike notice

3 MISSING: Jayson
 Anderson last seen almost
 a month ago in Victoria

4 Victoria triathlete Colette
 Reimer makes it triple
 gold at Canada Summer
 Games

5 Dragons, dogs and
 intriguing rocks on tap for
 Greater Victoria audiences

Mos Read

Loading
 Widget…

  


https://www.vicnews.com/./podcasts/
https://www.vicnews.com/./national-news/
https://www.vicnews.com/e-editions/
https://www.usedvictoria.com/
https://www.vicnews.com/subscribe
https://www.vicnews.com/login
https://homes.vicnews.com/
https://autos.vicnews.com/
https://www.vicnews.com/contests/
https://www.canadianevergreen.com/
https://www.localwork.ca/
https://www.vicnews.com/trending-now/
https://www.vicnews.com/author/dpalmer/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/
https://www.vicnews.com/./podcasts/
https://www.vicnews.com/./national-news/
https://www.vicnews.com/e-editions/
https://www.usedvictoria.com/
https://www.vicnews.com/video/
https://www.vicnews.com/video/
https://www.vicnews.com/./news/
https://www.vicnews.com/./news/
https://www.westcoasttraveller.com/
https://www.westcoasttraveller.com/
https://www.vicnews.com/./obituaries/
https://www.vicnews.com/./obituaries/
http://impresstv.blackpress.ca/
http://impresstv.blackpress.ca/
http://impresstv.blackpress.ca/
https://www.canadiantire.ca/en/flyer.html
https://www.canadiantire.ca/en/flyer.html
https://www.canadiantire.ca/en/flyer.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Victoria+touts+seismic+upgrades+for+heritage+homes&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Victoria+touts+seismic+upgrades+for+heritage+homes&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F&title=Victoria+touts+seismic+upgrades+for+heritage+homes
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F&title=Victoria+touts+seismic+upgrades+for+heritage+homes
mailto:?subject=Victoria%20touts%20seismic%20upgrades%20for%20heritage%20homes&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F
mailto:?subject=Victoria%20touts%20seismic%20upgrades%20for%20heritage%20homes&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vicnews.com%2Fnews%2Fvictoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes%2F
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
https://www.vicnews.com/news/shortage-of-common-anti-depressive-leaves-greater-victoria-pharmacies-scrambling/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/shortage-of-common-anti-depressive-leaves-greater-victoria-pharmacies-scrambling/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/shortage-of-common-anti-depressive-leaves-greater-victoria-pharmacies-scrambling/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/shortage-of-common-anti-depressive-leaves-greater-victoria-pharmacies-scrambling/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/33000-b-c-government-employees-issue-72-hour-strike-notice/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/33000-b-c-government-employees-issue-72-hour-strike-notice/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/33000-b-c-government-employees-issue-72-hour-strike-notice/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/missing-jayson-anderson-last-seen-almost-a-month-ago-in-victoria/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/missing-jayson-anderson-last-seen-almost-a-month-ago-in-victoria/
https://www.vicnews.com/news/missing-jayson-anderson-last-seen-almost-a-month-ago-in-victoria/
https://www.vicnews.com/sports/victoria-triathlete-colette-reimer-makes-it-triple-gold-at-canada-summer-games/
https://www.vicnews.com/sports/victoria-triathlete-colette-reimer-makes-it-triple-gold-at-canada-summer-games/
https://www.vicnews.com/sports/victoria-triathlete-colette-reimer-makes-it-triple-gold-at-canada-summer-games/
https://www.vicnews.com/sports/victoria-triathlete-colette-reimer-makes-it-triple-gold-at-canada-summer-games/
https://www.vicnews.com/entertainment/dragons-dogs-and-intriguing-rocks-on-tap-for-greater-victoria-audiences/
https://www.vicnews.com/entertainment/dragons-dogs-and-intriguing-rocks-on-tap-for-greater-victoria-audiences/
https://www.vicnews.com/entertainment/dragons-dogs-and-intriguing-rocks-on-tap-for-greater-victoria-audiences/
https://www.facebook.com/victorianews
https://www.facebook.com/victorianews
https://twitter.com/VictoriaNews
https://twitter.com/VictoriaNews
https://www.instagram.com/victoria_news/
https://www.instagram.com/victoria_news/


Victoria touts seismic upgrades for heritage homes - Victoria News

https://www.vicnews.com/news/victoria-touts-seismic-upgrades-for-heritage-homes/[8/15/2022 6:53:04 AM]

“The housing stock and type that we have here in Victoria … is very

 similar to a lot of the housing stock in San Francisco,” said Steve

 Barber, Victoria’s senior heritage planner.

“Because they’ve had a lot more direct experience with earthquakes in

 California, there’s quite a bit more experience in terms of what kinds

 of damage can occur.”

Victoria’s heritage register currently includes 620 homes, the majority

 of which require seismic upgrading.

The most vulnerable homes are those built with “cripple walls,” the

 short walls between the foundation and main foor of many older

 houses, Barber said.

This particularly weak point can be upgraded at a relatively less

 expensive cost than what would be required after an earthquake.

The Victoria Heritage Foundation ofers grants to cover up to 30 per

 cent of the cost (to a maximum of $20,000) for seismic upgrades and

 other structural improvement work on designated heritage homes.

But the foundation is considering an increase to that amount for

 seismic-specifc upgrades in 2013, said Brigitte Clark, executive

 director.

Cook’s presentation cited a study of two similar Victorian-style homes

 in San Francisco that were damaged during a 6.9-magnitude

 earthquake.

“One was retroftted before the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake – it

 needed $5,000 in repairs. The other house cost $250,000 to repair,”

 the report stated.

Barber recommends all homeowners in Victoria assess their seismic
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 preparedness.

“There is such a greater awareness of what earthquake hazards are (in

 California) than there is here,” he said.

For more information on heritage grants and eligibility, visit

 victoriaheritagefoundation.ca.
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